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You should be aware of different waste types — if you do not
know what something is, then ask.
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Sorting your waste

You MUST separate
hazardous waste from
general waste - make
sure you are aware of
any materials you use
which are hazardous,

and segregate them

General things you can do to make a difference:

M Minimise the amount of water you use and take water from rainwater
butts on site where possible

M Make sure no washout water from vans or mixers goes into road drains
B Damp down dust with water when sweeping up - it helps the local

environment

Did you know?

Every year the
construction industry
throws away
2 million bricks



Trade Information Sheet
Plasterer
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Plaster waste is banned from normal landfills due to issues with hydrogen
sulphide at sites caused by the breakdown of plaster and plaster board
when it biodegrades. This must either be recycled or sent to a special
landfill site that does not accept biodegradable waste.
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Sorting your waste

Do NOT pour anything hazardous or that could cause a blockage down
house drains

A Do NOT pour anything except clean water down road drains
A Ensure plaster washings DO NOT contaminate ground water

Did you know?




Trade Information Sheet
Plumber
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Make sure customers know how best to use what you have installed. Leave
manuals and clear maintenance instructions.
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Sorting your waste

General

You must separate hazardous waste from general waste — make sure you are aware of any
materials you use which are hazardous, and segregate them.

DO NOT

B Pour anything hazardous or that could cause a blockage down house drains
B Pour anything except clean water down road drains
B Flush systems into surface water drains

You MUST separate hazardous waste from general waste — make sure you are
aware of any materials you use which are hazardous, and segregate them

Did you know?




Trade Information Sheet
Electrician
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Sorting your waste

DON'T throw your power tools in the bin when you replace them —
ask your manager where to place WEE waste

Did you know?




Trade Information Sheet
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Sorting your waste

A DON'T throw away old or oil paint — reuse where possible

General
DOs

B If you are disposing of tins containing water-based paint or paint residue, store them
securely, remove the lids and allow the paint to harden before disposal

B You must separate hazardous waste from general waste — make sure you are aware of any
materials you use which are hazardous, and segregate them

I Buy the right amount of paint for the job
B Give leftovers/surplus to community repaint for reuse — after manager’s approval

DO NOT

B Pour anything except clean water down road drains

B Pour paints, anything else hazardous or anything that could cause a blockage down
house drains

B Damaged work is wasteful; take steps to protect completed work so others cannot
damage it

B Bad storage can be wasteful, keep stores secure, dry and organised

Did you know?






