
ROCS 
“REMOTELY OPERATED 
CUT-OFF SYSTEM” 

 

TOOL BOX TALK 
 
WHAT IS ROCS? 
 
The ROCS System has been designed to provide remotely operated emergency stopping of an 
excavator from a range of up to 100 metres away. It does this wirelessly and it does it instantly. 
 

WHY IS IT USED? 
 
At Active we believe that it should be the role of a dedicated banksman/supervisor to monitor and 
keep control of the area in which excavators and other heavy plant is operating, leaving the 
operators to operate in a safe and efficient manner. 
 
There are several accidents each and every year where operators of heavy plant have accidently 
killed or injured persons on foot due to not seeing them. Excavators are not designed for all round 
visibility. People on foot are in great danger when they are close to the operating radius of an 
excavator.   
 
ROCS gives emergency stop control to the person with the best view of the work area – the 
banksman. 
 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 
 
ROCS works by sending a radio signal from a hand held remote control device to a built in receiver 
located in the excavator. 
 

 
 
 
The hand held device has only 2 buttons – E-STOP and RESUME 
  



CORRECT NORMAL OPERATION: 

Starting the excavator at the start of a shift 
An excavator with this device fitted cannot be started without first telling the ROCS receiver module 
that everything is safe and that the excavator is not being stolen.  

1. Turn the excavator’s ignition to the ON position. 
2. Point the hand held transmitter unit at the machine and press the RESUME button. 
3. The excavator can now be started. 

 
Emergency stopping the excavator 
It is strongly advised that the Banksman wears the handheld transmitter in the leather case provided 
and clips it to his/her belt for fast access in case of emergency. 

1. Point the hand held transmitter unit at the machine and press the E-STOP button. 
2. The excavator will instantly stop all movement. 
3. An audible alarm in the cab will alert the operator that the machine has been stopped. 

 
Resuming after an Emergency Stop 

1. Only when it is safe to do so, point the handheld transmitter at the excavator and press the 
RESUME button. 

2. The excavator is now able to resume all movement. 
3. The audible alarm in the cab will stop to tell the operator that ROCS has released the 

machine for movement. 
 
Turning off the excavator at the end of a shift 

1. Turn off the excavator in the usual way. 
2. The machines hydraulic functions are cut-off each time the excavator is turned off. 
3. To use the anti-theft benefits of the device, store the hand held transmitter in a secure 

location, away from the excavator. 
 

MISUSE: 
When the E-STOP button is pressed, the stopping of the excavator is instant. This is because in an 
emergency situation split seconds are important.  This means that the stopping can be abrupt and 
unsettling for the operator. ROCS has been developed as an emergency control measure. For 
effective use of ROCS there should be a good understanding between each operator and the 
banksman/supervisor in charge of securing the work area. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION: 
The hand held transmitter is IP67 rated so it can be used in heavy rainfall.  
The batteries last for over 10 years of ‘normal’ use. 
Different configurations are possible, such as having more than one hand held transmitter linked to 
a single machine (for example in situations where more than one banksman is required to keep an 
area clear from pedestrians) or a single transmitter linked to several machines (in emergency 
situations whereby all plant movements need to stop instantly). 

 
For technical support call the ACTIVE hire desk on 0844 335 0465 

 

IMPORTANT: DO NOT LOSE THE HAND HELD TRANSMITTER. IT IS REQUIRED EACH TIME THE 
EXCAVATOR IS STARTED. CHARGES WILL APPLY IF A REPLACEMENT IS REQUIRED. 

 
 

PLEASE ASK ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE! 



ROCS TOOLBOX TALK ATTENDANCE REGISTER: 
 

By signing you are stating that you have listened to and understood all of the aspects of the 
ROCS system as presented to you today.  
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